New ADA standards to take effect in March 2012
March 15, 2012, is the effective date for new ADA standards governing the construction and alteration of local government facilities as well as commercial facilities.  ADA stands for Americans with Disabilities Act.  Public libraries have always had to comply with ADA regulations since the law was passed in 1990, and library administrators should be aware of the new standards.

If a public library has a current project under way or it has one planned, then the library administration should have their architect and/or local government attorney make sure that the project will conform with all applicable parts of the ADA law, regulations, and standards.  More information can be found at these links:

Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, as amended: http://www.ada.gov/pubs/ada.htm
Revised ADA Regulations Implementing Title II and Title III: http://www.ada.gov/regs2010/ADAregs2010.htm
2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design: http://www.ada.gov/2010ADAstandards_index.htm
ADA Update: A Primer for Small Business (the standards for public entities are similar to those for commercial establishments, so this document may be helpful for libraries): http://www.ada.gov/regs2010/smallbusiness/smallbusprimer2010.htm
