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Ashland Honor

Ugly Sweater Day

Last December, the Alabama Governor’s Committee 
on Employment of People with Disabilities presented 
Ashland City Public Library Director Tina Nolen with 
the 2014 Advocate of the Year Award.  Governor 
Robert Bentley was a guest speaker at this special 
event, which honored people and businesses around 
the state that help people with disabilities find 
employment.  Roy E. Roberts from the Department of 
Rehabilitation Services nominated Tina after seeing 
how she helped people with and without disabilities 
find work.  He had many wonderful things to say 
about her including, “Ms. Nolen truly cares about 
people, her town and the welfare of its citizens...If Ms. 
Nolen had her way, there would be no unemployment 
in Clay County and no suffering.  For seventeen years, 
the Ashland area has gotten great service above and 
beyond from their library director.”  Congratulations, 
Tina!

Left to right: Roy Roberts; Tina Nolen; Ashland City 
Mayor Larry Fetner

December 12th was National Ugly Sweater Day, so 
the Pinson Public Library staff encouraged patrons to 
wear their tackiest sweater to receive some sweater 
swag. Pictured are staff members wearing their own 
gaudy duds.



MCCPL News
In October, five librarians from Prince George’s 
County Memorial Library in Maryland visited 
Montgomery City-County Public’s (MCCPL) Juliette 
Hampton Morgan Memorial Library.  The librarians 
were on a personal tour of the south, and the library 
staff showed them what southern hospitality is all 
about.  Mayor Todd Strange was also present and 
spent time engaging the visitors with some highlights 
of the city and the library.  

Additionally, MCCPL will hold its 4th Annual Voices 
in Black History Speech Competition for school age 
children in grades 3 through 12 in the Montgomery 
County service area. Contestants will research a 
historical figure of African descent and perform in 
costume as that person. 

The East Regional Competition will be held on 
February 9th at the E L Lowder Branch and the West 
Regional will be held on February 10th at the Rufus 
A. Lewis Branch.  Winners of the Regional rounds will 
compete in the Final Competition on February 18th 
in the auditorium of the Juliette Hampton Morgan 
Memorial Library. For more information, visit their 
website: http://www.mccpl.lib.al.us/montgomery/

Grant News
For the second consecutive year, Grant Public Library 
won first prize in the Grant Chamber of Commerce 
“It’s Fall Y’all” decorating contest. This year’s entry 
was a pumpkin patch of storybook characters. The 
library’s gazebo housed a Charlotte’s Web themed 
display. Captain Underpants, Pete The Cat, Junie 
B. Jones and Fly Guy could be found in the straw 
on the ground. Each character had a marker with 
a reproduction of a cover from one of their books. 
Librarian Thames Robinson and library board 
member Susie Keller decorated the pumpkins.

Additionally, the library sponsored an evening 
with the Southern Splendor Chorus on November 
13th. The men delighted the audience with their 
enthusiastic singing and fantastic harmonies. They 
sang a variety of songs that included patriotic 
numbers, traditional barbershop ditties and some 
Christmas carols. The chorus is a member of the 
Barbershop Harmony Society and includes three 
local residents.



Alabaster Board 
Meeting

The staff at Albert L. Scott Library treated the Board 
of Trustees to a tasty holiday buffet during their 
December 2nd meeting at the library. The trustees 
took the opportunity to thank former Patron Services 
Manager Edelene Turk who retired in late November 
after 28 years at the library. Chairperson Nancy 
Hicks read a proclamation in Turk’s honor.

Left to right: Chairperson Nancy Hicks thanks 
retiring library staff member Edelene Turk for her 28 
years of service.

Columbiana Kids
The Friends of the Columbiana Public Library have 
been gracious enough to provide some children’s 
programming while the library is looking for a new 
director.  The programs are once a month, and they’ve 
had a wonderful turnout.  Here you can see Phoebe 
Pilgrim telling a story of the first Thanksgiving and 
the children showing off the crafts they made.  



Eva Story Time

Special Visitor
Story time at Eva Public Library is always a good 
time!

Pulitzer Prize-winning author Rick Bragg visited 
Tuscaloosa Public Library on November 11th.  
The author discussed his books, told stories, and 
answered questions from the audience.  The Kate 
Webb Ragsdale Author Series Fund sponsored his 
visit.  The event was free; however, donations of 
canned goods in support of the Beat Auburn Beat 
Hunger 2014 food drive were welcomed.  

Author Visit

Mrs. Claus stopped by Lawrence County Public 
Library to read a Christmas story during the children’s 
story time program.  Kids were able to take a photo 
with her afterward.

The Autauga-Prattville Public Library Teen Advisory 
Board was part of the local Christmas parade in 
December.  The teens handed out candy and had a 
great time!

Prattville Parade



The Book NookPhenix City Turkey
The staff at Phenix City-Russell County Library 
created a turkey friend out of empty cardboard 
boxes and other items found around the library.  The 
turkey, Boxtrot, got his name from a  turkey naming 
competion held at the library.

Title:  The Tygrine Cat
Author:  Inbali Iserles
Reading Level:  Grade 4-7
ISBN:  978076363798
Reviewed by:  Evelyn Schreier
Library:  Southside Public Library
Review:  The Tygrine Cat is a story of the first cat 
and her two kittens.  The kittens grow into enemies, 
and the war for dominance ensues.  If you are a cat 
lover and love to learn an entirely new vocabulary 
used in the “cat world”, you will enjoy this book.

Title:  Ice Is Nice!: All About the North and South 
Poles (Cat in the Hat’s Learning Library)
Author:  Bonnie Worth
Reading Level:  Ages 4-8
ISBN:  9780375828850
Reviewed by:  Fran Brown
Library:  Union Springs Public Library
Review:  I love Cat in the Hat books.  This one is all 
about the North and South Poles.  It would be good 
material to use to teach rhyming.  The cover of the 
book is a great eye catcher which leads you right 
inside!


