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At APLS
APLS hosted the January Administrators’ Meeting on 
the 14th.  Director Nancy Pack kicked off the meeting 
by discussing three national initiatives that libraries 
can get involved in to better serve their communities: 
the Wounded Warrior Project, workforce recovery, 
and Common Core.  There are over 400,000 veterans 
in Alabama, and the mission of Wounded Warriors 
is to raise awareness and to provide unique, direct 
programs and services to meet the needs of injured 
service members.  With so many Alabamians out 
of work, libraries have become a hub for workforce 
recovery.  It’s not unusual to see patrons job searching 
and resume building at libraries these days.  Common 
Core is a set of clear college- and career-ready 
standards for K-12 in English language arts/literacy 
and mathematics.  Libraries have the resources to 
get involved with all three of these initiatives, which 
can both improve the lives of community members 
and show the essentialness of library services in the 
minds of funders.  With tools like Homework Alabama, 
Learning Express, and AVL, libraries have the ability to 
equip veterans, job seekers, and students with much 
needed resources. There are numerous partnership 
possibilities that can form between libraries and 
organizations like Wounded Warrior, Alabama 
Department of Economic and Community Affairs 

(ADECA), local schools, career centers, and other 
organizations.  No one can say libraries are irrelevant 
when we are at the forefront of national initiatives. If 
your library is doing programs related to these issues, 
be sure to let us know! 

Erica Morris, a representative from mySidewalk, was 
present via video conferencing.  MySidewalk is an 
online tool that organizations can sign up for and pose 
questions to their community to find out local needs 
and get more involved.  For more information visit 
www.mysidewalk.com.

Three of the APLS scholarship recipients that attended 
the Association for Rural and Small Libraries (ARSL) 
conference spoke about their experiences at the 
2014 conference held in Tacoma, WA.  Elaine Henry 
from Cherokee County Public Library, Rebekah Wood 
from Oneonta Public Library, and Ashley Cummins 
from Russellville Public Library all noted that it was a 
fabulous conference that gave them great ideas that 
they are already putting into practice.  They were able 
to network with other rural librarians from around the 
country, hear program ideas that can be replicated 
with a small budget, and learn about funding and grant 
opportunities.  

Left to right: Elaine Henry, Rebekah Wood, Ashley 
Cummins



Tuscaloosa News

Honoring Veterans
Dadeville Public Library proudly displayed pictures 
of local veterans in uniform for Veteran’s Day.  The 
pictures got a lot of attention from patrons. 

Christopher A. Thigpen, President  of  the  Tuscaloosa 
County Bar Association; Harry Shumaker, Chairman 
of Tuscaloosa Public Library Board of Trustees

The TPL Foundation of the Tuscaloosa Public Library 
received a donation from the Tuscaloosa County 
Bar Association on behalf of the Alabama State Bar 
Volunteer Lawyers Program and the Legal Services 
of Alabama during their free legal advice clinic at the 
main library on December 11th.

The Friends of the Decatur Public Library sponsored 
a Christmas Open House on December 11th.

Open House

Freaky Friday

Do you have anything unusual, goofy, vintage, or rare 
in your collection?  Chilton-Clanton Public Library 
found this goody on one of their shelves.  Now it’s 
your turn to submit a photo or scan of one of the 
oddities in your own collection! Send submissions 
to pr@apls.state.al.us.



Pinson Grant
Pinson Public Library received a 2014 American 
Dreams @Your Library Grant.  They will receive 
$5,600 to assist them in offering ESL classes to 
patrons, add Spanish materials to the circulating 
collection, create a little, free library in a structure in 
a local Hispanic neighborhood, add items monthly 
for the next year to the free library, and offer ESL 
story time to kids. 

All of these things will be at no cost to patrons. 
The library will pay for the promotional materials to 
advertise these new services and everything else 
is covered by the grant.  Congratulations on this 
exciting news, Pinson!

Mrs. Santa Claus visited Blue Bell Story Time at the 
B. B. Comer Memorial Library in Sylacauga. 

B.B. Comer Visitor

Orange Beach 
Story Time

 
Children that gathered for story time at Orange 
Beach Public Library on December 9th were 
delighted to spend time with Santa.  Music played 
while the kids enjoyed snacks and made Christmas 
crafts. Each child got a toy away from story time as 
well as artwork, reindeer food, and fond Christmas 
memories.



Daphne News
Jack, Daphne Public Library’s winner of the “Guess 
the Number of Candies in the Jar” contest, was only 
three candies away from the actual number.   He 
received the jar of candy as his prize! 

Comic and ventriloquist Jim Ellis and his sidekick, 
J.T., entertained teens and parents with their antics 
on December 9th.

The Alabama Virtual Library (AVL) has a plethora of 
wonderful resources that can benefit you and your 
community! This column will highlight different AVL 
resources to introduce you to useful tools you may 
not have tried before.  

Britannica has several databases on AVL to meet 
the needs of patrons’ of all ages and skill levels.
Britannica E-Books contains hundreds of nonfiction 
e-books ranging from pre-K to academic.  The 
e-books are searchable by a variety of subjects and 
can be read on iPads and Android tablets.  They can 
also be downloaded and read offline.

Britannica Academic Edition is designed for college 
and university students.  Research tools include 
World Data Analyst, which includes comprehensive 
statistics on every country in the world, and World 
Atlas, which contains thousands of maps, flags, and 
articles.

Britannica Public Library Edition and Britannica 
School Edition both include four full encyclopedias, 
each covering the needs of a different age group.  
They both offer tons of articles, a world atlas, 
learning materials, dictionaries, and thesauri.  

What’s your favorite AVL database? Email pr@apls.
state.al.us to share how you use it in your library.  
Don’t forget to thank your local legislators for their 
continued support in providing this resource! 

On AVL



The Book Nook
Title:  Million Dollar Throw
Author:  Mike Lupica
Reading Level:  Grade 6-8
ISBN:  9780142415580
Reviewed by:  Carla Waldrep
Library:  Haleyville Public Library
Review:  With a definite sports-themed backdrop, 
this is a book about life and learning about 
overcoming trials and putting others before yourself.  
This book is full of character.

Title:  Perfect Timing: How Isaac Murphy Became 
One of the World’s Greatest Jockeys 
Author:  Patsi B. Trollinger
Reading Level:  Grade 2-5
ISBN:  9780670060836
Reviewed by:  Jennifer Stewart
Library:  Arley Public Library
Review:  I learned several things reading this book 
about Isaac Murphy.  I also learned quite a bit about 
the history of the early days of being a jockey.  This 
is a very good read!

Learning Etiquette

Several families were ready for polite fun with 
relatives and friends after attending the Family 
Holiday Manners Mash Up program at the Albert 
L. Scott Library in Alabaster on November 18th. 
Etiquette expert Kathie Martin of the Etiquette 
School of Birmingham conducted the evening 
session during a simple pizza dinner. Guests learned 
the difference between American dining style and 
Continental dining style, what is acceptable to eat 
with your hands, appropriate table conversation, 
polite gift giving and receiving, and more. Some of 
the library’s etiquette books were on display. The 
program was courtesy of the Friends of the Library.


