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At APLS

Stevenson 5K 
Fundraiser

Stevenson Public Library recently held a 5K run 
fundraiser. The theme was “Be a Hero For Books”. 
Director Monica Davis (3rd from the left) dressed as 
Super Librarian. The logo on the entrants’ 5K shirts 
was drawn and designed by Monica’s brother-in-law.  
It was a great way to raise money and have fun!

APLS welcomes James Milton as the new Maintenance 
Supervisor.  James has over 31 years experience in 
the private sector and 8 years with the state, including 
at the Alabama State Capitol.  He is happily married 
to his wife of over 41 years, and he loves to spend 
time with her, their two sons, and four (soon to be five!) 
grandchildren.   In the short time James has been here, 
he has already made a lot of progress on improving 
our facilities.  APLS is thrilled to reap the benefits from 
James’ experience and talent.      



Daphne Seniors

Athens Grand 
Opening

Daphne Public Library’s Teen Board offered fruit 
baskets and Christmas ornaments to the seniors 
at Gardens of Daphne, an assisted living center.  
Christopher Conger entertained the seniors with 
songs.

The official grand opening of the new Athens-
Limestone Public Library was held on January 24th.  
Attendees got to see the unveiling of a portrait of 
the late Shelby Southard of Athens, who served 
on several presidential commissions, including as 
coordinator of the President’s Urban Development 
Committee. In his will, Southard included a bequest 
to Athens to provide citizens with library services. 
The new library is located on Jefferson Street, 
south of The Square in the former Kroger building. 
It offers study rooms, computers, a children’s area, 
a community meeting room, a teen room, and other 
services.  Attendees were treated to a tour of the 
new facility and a special story time event.  

Mayor Marks cuts the ribbon at the grand opening. 

The Baldwin County Library Cooperative (BCLC) 
recently implemented a Teen Tech Tutor program.  
This program is designed to match high school age 
students with strong technological skills to adults 
and seniors who are unfamiliar with basic laptop 
computers. The program is available Monday 
through Friday from 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. and is 
free of charge.  

“We are so pleased with this program,” said Liz 
Reed, director of BCLC. “Harnessing the skills of 
the younger generation to help the members of the 
older generation is a win-win for everyone.”

Baldwin County 
Teen Tech Tutors



Alabaster Holiday 
Party

More than 170 youngsters and adults attended the 
Albert L. Scott Library’s Annual Children’s Holiday 
Party on December 17th.  They were treated to an 
old-fashioned horse-drawn carriage ride around the 
neighborhood, had a chance to speak with Santa 
and Mrs. Claus, and got to decorate gingerbread 
man cookies. Children also received a goody bag 
from Santa. Gloie the Elf was on hand adding to the 
merriment. Individual families attended the festivities 
as well as children from three area day care centers. 
The festivities were courtesy of the Friends of the 
Library.

On AVL

The Alabama Virtual Library (AVL) has a plethora of 
wonderful resources that can benefit you and your 
community! This column will highlight different AVL 
resources to introduce you to useful tools you may 
not have tried before.  

Ethnic NewsWatch includes multi-ethnic and multi-
cultural publications from newspapers, magazines, 
and journals from ethnic and minority presses.  
Subject coverage includes ethnic groups, minorities, 
culture, religion, human rights, activism, and more.  
You can find both national and regional coverage.  It’s 
a valuable source for often overlooked perspectives. 

What’s your favorite AVL database? Email pr@apls.
state.al.us to share how you use it in your library.  
Don’t forget to thank your local legislators for their 
continued support in providing this resource! 



Luverne Christmas

After listening to Luverne Public Library Director 
Kathryn Tomlin read ‘Twas the Night Before 
Christmas, the children made their own Santa 
cookies.  The library also had nearly 100 kids come 
to see Santa. 

Anniston-Calhoun County Public Library is hosting 
the Money Smart Lunch and Learn Series, and 
FDIC Money Smart Curriculum presented by BBVA 
Compass Bank.  Every Thursday from January until 
March, attendees can learn all about banks, credit, 
budgeting, saving, financial recovery, and more.

Anniston Financial 
Program

Winfield Public Library had a successful Ninth 
Annual Reading With Santa on December 6th with 
a total of 59 participants. Santa sang Christmas 
songs, played Christmas games, and read stories to 
the children. The kids got to sit with Santa and tell 
him what they wanted for Christmas and received a 
bag full of prizes and new books.

The City of Winfield held its Christmas Parade 
December 1st, and Northwest Regional Library 
and Winfield Public Library tied for 1st place entry, 
winning $50! Their theme was “Run, Run, Rudolph 
to the Library”.  They turned the regional van into 
Rudolph and played the song “Run Run Rudolph” 
by various artists. The library also threw out teddy 
bears and bookmarks with candy.  

Winfield Christmas



The Book NookDealing With 
Disaster

According to FEMA, each year an average of 430 
Americans die from unintentional carbon monoxide 
(CO) poisoning, and there are more than 20,000 
emergency room visits with more than 4,000 
hospitalizations.  Carbon monoxide-related deaths 
are highest during colder months. These deaths are 
likely due to increased use of gas-powered furnaces 
and alternative heating, cooking, and power sources 
used inappropriately indoors during power outages.  

The initial symptoms of CO poisoning are similar 
to the flu.  They include headache, fatigue, 
shortness of breath, nausea, and dizziness.  High 
level CO poisoning results in progressively more 
severe symptoms, including: mental confusion, 
vomiting, loss of muscular coordination, loss of 
consciousness, and ultimately death

To protect your family from the dangers of CO, 
FEMA has several recommendations: (1) install CO 
alarms in a central location outside each separate 
sleeping area and on every level of your home; (2) 
use portable generators outdoors in well-ventilated 
areas away from all doors, windows and vents; (3) 
make sure vents for the dryer, furnace, stove and 
fireplace are clear of snow and other debris; and (4) 
remove vehicles from the garage immediately after 
starting.

For information to help residents in your community 
learn about the dangers of carbon monoxide, go to 
this FEMA site: http://goo.gl/dkFWyx

Title:  Bosco’s Busy Morning
Author:  Chuck Murphy
Reading Level:  Ages 4-8
ISBN: 9780375857287
Reviewed by:  Fran Brown
Library:  Union Springs Public Library
Review:  Pop-up books are a joy.  This book has 
great pop-ups and should be used by a storyteller 
or a parent.  I kept opening and closing the pages 
just to see the pop-ups again.  I’m sure children will 
enjoy the story.  

Title:  Sophie Simon Solves Them All
Author:  Lisa Graff
Reading Level:  Grade 2-3
ISBN:  9780374371258
Reviewed by:  Myrna Hays
Library:  Wetumpka Public Library
Review:  This book is about how an exceptionally 
bright girl lives with ordinary parents who can’t 
understand her, and she can’t relate to them.  Sophie 
uses her intelligence to solve problems of future 
friends.  She learns that being smart isn’t everything.  


