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Summer Reading Kickoff 2015 
Special Edition

The 2015 Summer Reading Program kicked off on 
January 6th. This year’s themes are: Every Hero Has 
a Story (children), Unmask! (teen), and Escape the 
Ordinary (adult). The Summer Reading Committee 
presented examples of fun and affordable  programs 
that fit in with the theme, and performers showed 
off their creative talents.  Take a peek to see some 
of the fun we had that day!

Blazer’s Education 
Animals

Barry Stewart Mann

Iron Giant

Brian Blazer from Blazer’s Education Animals will bring 
mammals, reptiles, amphibians, and large insects 
from around the world to your library!  Squeaky, the 
coatimundi featured in the photo, is part of the raccoon 
family from Central America.

Barry Stewart Mann is an actor, storyteller, and arts 
educator based out of Atlanta.  He has four different 
programs that fit in with the 2015 SRP theme that are 
all literature-based, visually engaging, and interactive. 

Iron Giant Percussion, an ensemble of four musicians, 
performs with a variety of instruments.  They offer a 
unique and memorable experience!



Prof Zounds

Skin & Bones

Tommy Johns

Miss Kit

Animal Tales
Starshine Faces

Skin  &  Bones’  Comedy  Circus is a unique 
presentation  of animals, skill, and comedy.  
Audiences will be delighted and thoroughly 
entertained!

Tommy Johns uses magic, comedy, puppets, and 
storytelling to inspire kids to read with his wildly 
funny programs. 

Animal Tales’ mission is to educate, entertain, and 
inspire audiences with their live animal educational 
programs. 

Kit Killingsworth will bring Miss Kit’s Bubble School 
to your Summer Reading Program.  This 40-minute 
show includes large bubble tricks and comedy.

John Bell, aka Prof Zounds, performs comedy with 
sound effects and interacts with audience members 
for a zany, improvised show. 

Kristin Simpson, artist and owner of Starshine Faces, 
offers programs featuring glitter art, storytelling, 
balloon twisting, henna, and of course beautiful, 
elaborate face painting.



Good-Times

Dr. Magical Balloons

Safiya from Good-Times Traveling Theatre uses 
theatre-style entertainment to stretch audiences’ 
imagination and suspend reality.  Her multicultural 
folktales teach life lessons and entertain at the same 
time. 

Dewayne Reynolds is Dr. Magical Balloons, a balloon 
artist, entertainer, and storyteller that kids love.

Brenda Pritchett, storyteller for over 35 years, uses 
storytelling and music to inspire, educate, and 
entertain her audiences.  

Brenda Pritchett

Yarbrough’s Educational

Tom and Mary Ann, of Yarbrough’s Educational 
Reptiles of the World, will wow audiences with their 
knowledge and live exhibition of critters!

Roger Reid is a writer, director, and producer for 
Discovering Alabama, a public television series.  He 
is also the author of three novels that take place in 
Alabama.  

Roger Reid



Lee Andrews created Lew-E the Clown to provide 
quality entertainment.  His Super Heros of the Circus 
program fits right in with the 2015 theme.

Wild West Show

Bruce Brannen and his wife Vernelle impress kids 
and adults alike with trick and fancy roping, cowboy 
poetry, and the art of the bull whip.

Lew-E

The Natural History Educational Company of 
the Midsouth (NHECM) provides entertaining 
and educational wildlife programs featuring an 
assortment of live animals. 

NHECM

As a ventriloquist, balloon artist, puppeteer, and 
storyteller, Ron Lightly has all the skills needed to 
create a fantastic children’s program.

Ron Lightly

Author Ted Dunagan will charm audiences with his 
book discussions, talks on the writing process, and 
question and answer session. 

Ted Dunagan



Entertainer and balloon artist Gary Ledbetter delivers 
the fun with his programs.

SRP Committee

Dynamite Magic & 
Balloons

Bill Packard of Magic Man Entertainment is 
presenting Superhero Academy, the 2015 Multi-
Media Vacation Reading Program.  He uses popular 
book references, magic, comedy, music, puppetry, 
storytelling, and video projection to entertain, 
educate, and inspire students to read.

Magic Man Entertainment

A huge thanks goes out to the SRP 2015 Committee 
and APLS Consultant Chris Bowman for organizing 
the Kickoff.  The committee presented tons of 
great program ideas to match this year’s themes 
for children, teens, and adults.  Back row left to 
right: Matthew Layne, Emmet O’Neal Public Library; 
Mandy Broadhurst, Guntersville Public Library; 
Megan Green, Bessemer Public Library; Brandy 
Dixon, Bessemer Public Library; Barbara Curry, 
Autauga-Prattville Public Library. Front row left to 
right: Kimberley Megill, Jacksonville Public Library; 
Kim Westbrooks, Anniston-Calhoun County Public 
Library; Gabby the Autauga-Prattville Public Library 
dog.



Performers
2B Ranch Wild West Show: http://www.2branchwildwestshow.com/

Animal Tales: http://animaledzoocation.com/

Barry Stewart Mann: http://www.barrystewartmann.com/

Blazer’s Education Animals: http://www.corvitude.com/BlazersIndex.html

Brenda Pritchett: Sonlight52@yahoo.com

Dr. Magical Balloons: http://www.drmagicfun.com/index.php/en/

Dynamite Magic & Balloons: http://dynamitemagicandballoons.com/

Good-Times Traveling Theatre: http://www.goodtimestheatre.com/

Iron Giant Percussion: http://www.irongiantpercussion.com/

Lee Andrews Production: http://www.leeandrewsproductions.com/

Magic Man Entertainment: http://www.magicreadingshows.com/

Miss Kit’s Bubble School: http://balloonanimalsbirmingham.com/

Natural History Educational Company of the Midsouth (NHECM): http://www.nhecm.com/

Prof Zounds: jbellvoice@gmail.com

Roger Reid: http://rogerreidbooks.com/

Ron Lightly: http://www.jasoncompany.com/

Skin & Bones’ Comedy Circus: http://www.skinandbonesentertainment.com/

Starshine Faces: http://www.starshinefaces.com/

Ted Dunagan: http://teddunagan.com/

Tommy Johns Presents: http://www.tommyjohnspresents.com/

Yarbrough’s Educational Reptiles: http://www.thesnakeshow.com/


