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Local Authors Expo

Local Authors Vanessa Davis Griggs (left) and Chandra 
Sparks Splond (right) welcome guests to the Expo.

Birmingham Public Library’s Tenth Annual Local 
Authors Expo showcased Alabama authors and their 
books.  This year’s gathering took place at the Central 
Library on February 7th and included a program for 
children. Nearly 100 authors from across the state, 
many who are self-published, as well as authors 
throughout the Southern Region with ties to Alabama, 
were on hand for the daylong literary marketplace. The 
goal of the Expo is to increase awareness of authors in 
the state and provide a forum for them to connect with 
community members and library patrons.

Birmingham attorney, author, and blogger Keith Lee of 
the Hamer Law Group led one session, giving easy to 
understand advice on topics ranging from copyright 
and trademark law to the pitfalls of self-publishing or 
working with a book publisher. Author Marie A. Sutton 
discussed what it takes to write about history and 
how to make it interesting. Her recent book about the 
historic A.G. Gaston Motel in downtown Birmingham 
has been met with high praise and comes at a time 
when plans are on the table to renovate the civil rights 
landmark.

The Expo was started by the library’s Collection 
Management division to spotlight the wide range of 
authors in the Birmingham area and to provide a venue 
for small local publishers and authors who self-publish. 
Coordinator for Collection Management Jared Millet, 
also an author and Birmingham’s liaison for National 
Novel Writing Month, said, “Birmingham is overflowing 
with literary talent and creativity, so the Expo is an event 
that really resonates with our community.” The Expo is 
presented by the Friends Council of the Birmingham 
Public Library.  For more information visit:
http://www.bplonline.org/programs/LocalAuthors/



Decatur Reading 
Challenge

On AVL
The Alabama Virtual Library (AVL) has a plethora of 
wonderful resources that can benefit you and your 
community! This column will highlight different AVL 
resources to introduce you to useful tools you may 
not have tried before.  

General Reference Center Gold includes articles 
from a variety of sources including newspapers, 
magazines, reference books, and trade publications.  
Not only can you find current scholarly information, 
but articles about popular culture, the arts, and 
hobbies as well.  Articles date back to 1980 and are 
as current as yesterday’s news.  

What’s your favorite AVL database? Email pr@apls.
state.al.us to share how you use it in your library.  
Don’t forget to thank your local legislators for their 
continued support in providing this resource! 

Orange Beach in 
January

Orange Beach Public Library held several fabulous 
programs last January. Dean of the College of 
Arts and Sciences at Athens State University 
Ronald Fritze, presented “The Hernando de Soto 
Expedition: Exploration and Tragedy”. Hernando de 
Soto’s expedition was the first to explore extensively 
the interior of the eastern part of North America. It 
spent a substantial amount of time in what is now 
Alabama, where there are many places associated 
with De Soto’s expedition.  Additionally, Reference 
Librarian Louise Daileigh hosted “Old Tyme Radio 
Theatre”, a program that attempted to recreate the 
sounds of yesteryear.  

The library also hosted “The Cultural Evolution 
of Alabama”, a presentation designed to help 
participants recognize globalization in Alabama. 
It also helped participants differentiate between 
groups that have crossed cultural boundaries. The 
interactive session, led by consultant, trainer, and 
teacher Bettina Byrd-Giles, included a mix of lecture 
and group discussion.  Byrd-Giles’ experience 
includes intercultural communication training, 
university administration, leadership development 
and writing. 

Decatur Public Library recently launched its Third 
Annual Adult Reading Challenge. The goal of this 
year’s game is to search the library during the 
challenge period for “treasures” found in books.   
Each participant is given a treasure map of the 
library, a list of clues, and a Letter of Marque to 
keep track of their books.  Additional clues will 
be released monthly via social media.  The game 
launched on January 2, 2015 and patrons will have 
until December 1, 2015 to complete the challenge. 
Prizes will be announced and given away at the 
Friends of Decatur Public Library’s Christmas Open 
House.

The Attalla Book Club enjoyed an old-fashioned 
music day at their meeting on January 15th. Members 
played the guitar, harp, dulcimer, and many more 
homemade instruments such as the canjo and the 
rub board tie.  Participants enjoyed a great time of 
pickin’ and grinnin’.

Attalla Book Club



Tuscaloosa Public Library (TPL) is one of ten public 
libraries chosen for the Libraries Transforming 
Communities Public Innovators Cohort.  This project 
is an intensive 18-month, team-based community 
engagement-training program that will use in-
person training, webinars, and coaching to help 
public libraries leverage a stronger position within 
their communities. 

Tuscaloosa  
Transforming 
Communities

Woodville Parade

Woodville Public Library won first place in the town’s 
Christmas parade for Best Business Float last 
December.

Pinson Grant
Pinson Public Library is one of twenty-two libraries 
around the country that won an ALA American 
Dream Starts @ Your Library grant.  Pinson was 
awarded $5,600 to provide English as a Second 
Language (ESL) classes, bilingual story times, a little 
free library in a Hispanic neighborhood, and Spanish 
language materials for the library’s collection. 

On February 28th, Gadsden Public Library hosted 
a walk to honor the people and events of Gadsden 
during the Civil Rights Movement.  The President 
of Southern Christian Leadership Conference, Mrs. 
Marcia Kendrick, addressed participants and led the 
walk across the Memorial Bridge on Broad Street.

Homewood 
American Girls

Homewood Public Library kicked-off a new year of 
fun programming with a Julie themed American Girl 
Party.  The Julie character’s storyline takes place in 
the 1970’s, and over fifty girls and parents got to 
make crafts with her!  They made and decorated 
leather flower bracelets and created their own 
pet rocks using googly eyes and hair bows.  After 
crafting, it was time to have some delicious cookies 
and punch so the girls would have energy for the 
1970s dance contest. Overall, it was a magical night, 
and the girls (and staff) are already looking forward 
to their next American Girl Party.

Walk of Honor



Alabaster in 
January

The Albert L. Scott Library invited patrons to learn 
to make a no-knit infinity scarf, as taught by Scotlyn 
Miller. Participants were asked to bring one ball of 
chunky yarn, and within in hour, each had completed 
their own infinity scarf – no knitting needles required! 
Patrons with and without knitting experience enjoyed 
making something to keep them warm using this fun 
technique.

Boys and girls showed off their magic sunglasses 
and artwork during the January 22nd meeting of the 
Pete the Cat Book Club. The children listened to and 
discussed Pete the Cat and His Magic Sunglasses 
by James Dean.

Grove Hill Public Library was busy last fall! Local 
storyteller Nannell Adams entertained seniors with 
humorous tales of days gone by in a rural community.  
Meteorologist Alan Sealls (below) from a Mobile 
television station presented a program on weather 
for local students.  

Grove Hill Fall 
Programs

Retired Georgia Tech Professor Jim Herod 
(pictured below with Library Director Betsy West) 
presented “Reading in the 21st Century”, where 
he demonstrated the ease in accessing electronic 
materials through the library. 



The Book NookDealing With 
Disaster

FEMA says that if you need medical assistance 
during a disaster, paramedics and other professional 
responders may not be immediately available, 
and hospitals and clinics may not be accessible.  
That’s why it’s important to keep medical records, 
supplies, and prescriptions easily accessible and to 
learn simple first aid techniques.  

Creating a “stay healthy” kit will help you to manage 
minor medical needs until help arrives. Your kit 
should include: A list of prescription medications, 
medical conditions; copies of medical insurance 
documentation; first aid supplies (bandages, aspirin, 
antiseptic cream); and a week’s supply of medicines 
in a plastic bag labeled with each family member’s 
name. If your medicine requires refrigeration and the 
power goes out, most medicines can be kept in a 
closed refrigerator for several hours and still be safe 
to use.  Be sure to contact your doctor or pharmacist 
if you have questions about your medication.

In a natural disaster or severe weather, contagious 
diseases can spread, particularly if basic services 
like water are out of service.  As with other hazards, 
there are specific steps that you can take  to protect 
yourself and your loved ones.  For example, simple 
preventive measures, such as using alcohol-based 
hand sanitizer, can help protect you from germs and 
prevent you from spreading them to others.  More 
information is available at this website: 
http://www.ready.gov/kit.  

Please share this information with library users. 

Title:  Superstar Secrets (Hannah Montana)
Author:  M. C. King
Reading Level:  Ages 9-12
ISBN:  9781599617350
Reviewed by:  Evelyn Schreier
Library:  Southside Public Library
Review:  This book will most likely appeal to 5th and 
6th grade girls.  Two superstars, Hannah Montana 
and Jake Ryan, date each other.  The reader 
discovers the difference between a superstar with 
heart and a superstar totally taken up with himself.  

Title:  The Case of the Haunted House
Author:  Robin Koontz
Reading Level:  Ages 4-8
ISBN:  9781602705609
Reviewed by: Pamela Anderson (Capstone 
Christian Academy)
Library:  Piedmont Public Library
Review:  It’s about a dog and a cat who solve 
mysteries. They had to go to an alligator’s house 
because she thinks it’s haunted, but it was just weird 
things happening like when she opens the window, 
the jack-o-lantern makes noise, etc.


