
Edited by: Stephanie Taylor December 4, 2015

Satsuma Teen Tutoring

Satsuma Public Library’s Teen Friend Tutoring Program 
is underway and doing awesome things for the 
community.  Ten teenaged volunteers assist elementary 
school children with their reading skills for an hour each 
Thursday afternoon.  The tutors are helping the kids 
flourish and making a positive difference in their lives.  

Chilton Reading Nook
Chilton-Clanton Public Library is ready for cooler 
temperatures! Check out their cozy, inviting reading area.



Promoting Homework 
Alabama & Learning 

Express
School is back in full swing, so what better time to 
promote Homework Alabama and Learning Express in 
your community?  Both of these free resources have 
tools to help students with their schoolwork and test 
preparation.   

Between 3pm and 10pm, Sundays through Thursdays, 
students can get live, one-on-one help from carefully 
screened experts on Homework Alabama.  Students 
from Kindergarten to college level can get tutoring in 
a variety of subjects including math, English, science, 
social studies, and writing.  The Skills Resource Center 
has study and test prep resources available 24/7.  

Learning Express similarly offers resources for students 
of all ages in a wide selection of subjects like math, 
English, science, and social studies. Tutorials, practice 
tests, and e-books are available to help students excel 
in their classes.

Be sure to make your patrons aware of these helpful 
services.  Links to both resources can be found under 
the Resource and Research Links tab on the APLS 
website: http://webmini.apls.state.al.us/apls_web/
apls/apls/?q=Research

Winfield Public Library invited first graders to tour the 
library.  98 children ended up coming for a class field 
trip.  The library also hosted several great story times 
during the month of October.  Below, Director Regina 
Sperry shows the field trip kids picture books from the 
collection.

Winfield News

The Orange Beach Robotics Club, which meets every 
other Friday, promotes education and enrichment 
through learning the engineering skills needed to 
create robots and developing code to guide them for 
various uses. Anyone aged seven and up is welcome, 
and all levels of abilities, from beginner to expert, are 
encouraged to attend.  

Classes will develop and expand as resources 
become available and cooperative design challenges 
increase.  Basic programming tutorials will be made 
available through links on the library’s Facebook page.  
Individual tutorials are offered by appointment at this 
time.  

Orange Beach 
Robotics Club

http://webmini.apls.state.al.us/apls_web/apls/apls/?q=Research
http://webmini.apls.state.al.us/apls_web/apls/apls/?q=Research


Over 60 library patrons came to Homewood Public 
Library’s recent adult after hours program, The History 
and Mystery of Absinthe. Ted Breaux, who was the 
driving force behind getting the ban on the famous 
elixir lifted, narrated the controversial history of this 
highly alcoholic beverage. Participants were then 
treated to a free tasting of absinthe.

The library also recently partnered with the Birmingham 
chapter of the Alabama Institute for Deaf and Blind 
to offer American Sign Language classes. Teen and 
adults were able to learn the basics of sign language 
during this 4-week course.

Additionally, the library created an offsite book club 
for readers who love spiky humor, quick wit, and 
brutal honesty. The Bossypants Book Club (shown 
below) meets at Nabeel’s Cafe and Market, where 
participants can enjoy a delicious dinner and drinks 
while discussing these lively reads.

Homewood News

In celebration of Teen Read Week: Get Away @ your 
library, Girl Scout Tabitha Lawler (featured below)
presented a unique program at Albert L. Scott Library 
in Alabaster.  As part of her Gold Star Award project 
focusing on Hispanic culture and children’s literacy 
skills, she focused on food, crafts, and fashion 
from three countries. Some teens brought Spanish 
language children’s books because part of Lawler’s 
project involves collecting books and donating them 
to local elementary school libraries. The teens also 
went on a behind the scenes tour of the library and 
viewed library books related to Latin America.

Alabaster October 
Programs

Children combined writing, storytelling, and dancing 
on October 19th with Terri Smith. She showed them 
how to improve their reading comprehension while 
choreographing dance steps during this fun, creative 
learning session.



What is E-Rate? 
E-Rate is a federal initiative that makes telephone and Internet access service more affordable for schools 
and libraries. In 1996, Congress mandated that the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) use the 
federal Universal Service Fund to provide support to companies that gives discounts to eligible organizations.   
Libraries and schools in low-income urban communities and rural areas qualify for the highest discounts.  
Libraries can apply annually for discounts from 20 to 90% off of telecommunication services, Internet access, 
and internal connections.  Despite these great discounts, less than half of Alabama public libraries reported 
applying for E-Rate in 2014.  The process can be intimidating, but don’t let that discourage you from enjoying 
discounts at your library.

So how do I get started?
Before you can start, applicants need an entity number and an E-rate Productivity Center (EPC) account.  To 
get this, call the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) at 888-641-8722
Next, E-Rate Requires filling out three to four forms at different time periods:
• FCC Form 470: This is a description of the services you need for telephone, Internet, and networking.  It 

allows vendors to submit bids to provide your library with these services
• FCC Form 471: This form notifies USAC of the bids for service you accepted and the estimated cost of 

services.  
• FCC Form 486 : This form confirms that your services have started and the actual cost of services.  
• Depending on if you are requesting a reimbursement from USAC for services paid in full or if you are 

requesting reimbursement from USAC for approved discounts for service you will submit either an FCC 
Form 472 or and FCC Form 474.  This will lead you to receiving your reimbursement for services.

USAC provides a great flow chart to explain at what point each of these forms should be submitted: http://
www.usac.org/_res/documents/sl/pdf/handouts/application-process-flow-chart.pdf
All of this can be done online from the USAC website: http://www.sl.universalservice.org/menu.asp

What if I need help?
Explore their site to learn more today! You can also contact USAC for help.  Depending on your questions, 
they have several different email addresses that can be found here: http://www.usac.org/about/tools/contact/
email.aspx
If you prefer to speak to someone, you can call them at 888-203-8100. 



Author Visits Decatur

Author Homer Hickam discussed his latest book, 
Carrying Albert Home: The Somewhat True Story of 
A Man, His Wife, and Her Alligator, at Decatur Public 
Library on October 29th.  The book, set during the 
Great Depression, follows the relationship between 
Homer Hickman (the author’s father) and Elsie 
Lavender. Reference librarian Heather Ward created 
an alligator cake for the program.  84 people were in 
attendance.

Athens-Limestone Public Library is one of 473 
institutions across the country and one of ten in 
Alabama that was awarded a National Endowment 
for the Humanities award to host programs dealing 
with the civil rights movement.  The award includes a 
grant for $1,200 and a set of four films called Created 
Equal: America’s Civil Rights Struggle.  These four 
powerful documentaries tell the remarkable story 
about grassroots activism, the power of individuals 
to effect change, and the changing contexts in which 
Americans have understood and struggled with 
concepts of freedom and equality.

Created Equal: America’s Civil Rights Struggle is an 
initiative of the National Endowment for the Humanities 
that uses the power of documentary films to encourage 
community discussion of America’s civil rights history.  
NEH has partnered with the Gilder Lehrman Institute 
of American History to develop programmatic and 
support materials for grantee sites. Athens’ Created 
Equal program will be conducted in partnership with 
humanities scholars from the Alabama Humanities 
Foundation.  Discussion programs will present 
highlights of individuals who overcame personal and 
professional challenges trying to create bridges.  On 
October 6th, Daphne Simpkins of Auburn-Montgomery 
University talked about legendary Alabama musician 
Nat King Cole and his struggles living in a segregated 
society. 

“This grant furthers the Library’s commitment 
of providing innovative, high quality learning 
opportunities,” said Director Paula Laurita.  “We offer 
equal access to information and education to everyone 
in the community.” 

NEH Award


