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A Tupper Lightfoot 
Thanksgiving

Submission Guidelines

Tupper Lightfoot Memorial Library in Brundidge 
celebrated Thanksgiving by watching A Charlie Brown 
Thanksgiving and eating popcorn, pretzels, jellybeans 
and toast.   Each child also designed a turkey feather 
and wrote or drew things that they were thankful for.  

APLS would love to publish your public library news! 
Please feel free to send us photos and articles anytime 
you have a great program, receive a grant, or want to 
share what’s going on at your library. Here are some 
guidelines to make sure we can use your submission:
•	 Please submit photos in jpg format; do not embed 

photos.
•	 Please submit photo captions and articles in a Word 

document or in the body of the email.
•	 Submissions are published as they are received and 

as we have room.  Sometimes your submission will 
not appear for a few weeks.  You should receive 
confirmation	that	we	received	your	submission.



On November 5th, Ragland Public Library hosted an 
unveiling of the Second St. Clair County Extension 
Kiosk. The kiosk, a valuable asset to the community, 
offers	 an	 extensive	 amount	 of	 local	 information	 on	
a user intuitive touch screen display.  It features a 
comprehensive event guide for Extension activities 
and a detailed list of community events and 4-H 
programs.  It also provides gardening tips, information 
on agriculture, and literature on raising animals.  All 
resources can be emailed or printed directly from 
the	kiosk.	 	The	first	kiosk	 is	 located	at	Doris	Stanley	
Memorial Library in Moody.

The Coosa Valley Resource Conservation and 
Development	Council	provided	funding	for	the	kiosk.		
Ragland Mayor Lanis White and several County 
Commissioners were present for the ceremony.  County 
Extension	Director	Lee	Ann	Clark	demonstrated	how	
to use the kiosk.

A group tries out the new kiosk at the unveiling. 

Ragland Extension 
Kiosk

Satsuma Public Library hosted a book signing with 
author Mary Palmer, who has published eleven books 
and written numerous short stories, poems, and 
plays. Ms. Palmer was an inspiration to attendees 
at the November library club meeting. She shared 
adventurous tales and stories with twists and turns 
about her journey to becoming a writer. 

Author Signings

Mary Palmer, seated and Satsuma Public Library 
Director	Cindy	Ingram

Mississippi author Ashton Lee gave a book talk and 
signed	books	at	Ashville	Public	Library	on	December	
2nd	and	at	Springville	Public	Library	on	December	8th.

His latest book, A Cherry Cola Christmas, is the fourth 
title in a series about a Mississippi public librarian, 
Maura Beth Mayhew, as she adjusts to small town life.  
Mr.	Lee	is	currently	writing	the	fifth	book	and	is	con-
tracted for at least six titles in this series.

A Cherry Cola Christmas includes an acknowledgement 
to	St.	Clair	County	Cooperative	Library	Director	Judy	
Douglas	 and	 library	 staff	member	 Lisa	 Kirchner	 “for	
their delightful library anecdote, which helped make 
my chapter of inspirational stories that much more 
interesting.”

Mr. Lee also discussed where he gets his book ideas, 
the	 joys	and	 techniques	of	writing,	finding	an	agent,	
getting published, and developing a book into a series.

Satsuma

Ashville and Springville

On	December	7th,	Louise	Daileigh	and	Orange	Beach	
Public	Library	hosted	a	program	offering	tips	and	tricks	
for using iPads.  The course enabled beginners to 
navigate Apple’s iOS software and how to use apps.  
They covered Internet connectivity, data use, and app 
downloading and removal.  Attendees were able to 
ask	 questions	 and	 feel	 more	 confident	 about	 using	
their devices.  On the 9th the Friends of the Library 
welcomed locals to their Annual Open House where 
attendees enjoyed refreshments.  

Orange Beach News



Winfield ClubsAlabaster November 
Programs The	 Winfield	 Public	 Library’s	 Lego	 and	 Game	 Club	

gives kids a chance to be creative and have fun.
Albert L. Scott Library patrons had a lot to be thankful 
for during the month of November.  The library hosted 
several programs including the Lego League, the Pete 
the	Cat	Book	Club,	 the	American	Girls	Club,	 and	 a	
Thanksgiving story time.  

Pete	the	Cat	Club	members	show	off	the	turkey	project	
they made.

Kids and caregivers built imaginative structures out of 
Legos.

After a performance of Annoying Annabelle, a play set 
in	the	character	Felicity’s	time	of	1774,	American	Girls	
Club members posed for a Thanksgiving photo with 

their dolls. 



Friends of the Library Episode 1: What Friends Can Do for You by Alex Perry 
Underfunding	 is	an	 issue	 for	many	public	 libraries.	This	 is	compounded	by	the	 fact	 that	officials	 in	charge	
of funding often misjudge the importance of the library to their communities. This often leaves libraries in 
precarious	 funding	situations,	which	may	affect	 staffing,	hours,	 and	programming.	Public	 libraries	 in	 such	
instances must look to alternative forms of support.

A common way for libraries to generate additional support is through a Friends of the Library group. Support 
comes in a variety of forms and depends on local circumstances. Most commonly, Friends provide: 
•	Financial	 support.	 Friends	of	 the	Libraries	 raise	 funds	 to	 support	 the	 library	 through	membership	dues,	
book sales, donations, and grants. Incorporate as a 501(c)(3) for tax deductions and access to more grant 
opportunities! 
•	Grassroots	support.	Friends	can	often	be	“turned	out”	in	support	of	the	library.	The	Friends’	presence	at	
important budgetary hearings prominently displays the interest of the community in the library, which will make 
some	public	officials	reconsider	cuts	to	the	library	budget.	
•	Volunteer	support.	A	membership-based	organization	consisting	of	many	regular	library	patrons	is	a	natural	
base of volunteers. If you need a helping hand with things like shelving, Friends make excellent volunteers. 
•	Programming	support.	Friends	groups	support	 library	programs	but	may	also	host	 their	own	programs.	
Sometimes these programs are Friends-only as a means to incentivize Friends memberships, but in other 
cases they are open to the public.

Each of these forms of support is important. Take into account your library’s needs before deciding what 
specific	goal	you	want	your	Friends	group	to	try	to	address	initially.	Keep	in	mind	that	choosing	a	particular	
goal	to	start	with	does	not	limit	your	Friends’	future	activities,	it	just	gives	them	a	firm	purpose	and	direction	
and	will	help	the	group	thrive	from	the	outset.	No	matter	what	need	you	choose	to	address	first,	it’s	always	a	
good idea to incorporate as a 501(c)(3) to make membership dues tax deductible, to make any donations tax 
deductible, and to give the library access to many more grant opportunities than it would otherwise be able 
to apply for. 

This is the first in a series of articles on library support groups. Episode 2 reviews the steps for starting a 
Friends of the Library or library foundation - including getting 501(c)(3) status. Can’t wait? Contact Alex Perry 
at (334) 213-3949 or aperry@apls.state.al.us.



New Books At APLS Farewell, Chris!
After nearly thirteen years of dedicated service to 
Alabama Public Library Service, Christine Bowman is 
retiring at the end of 2015.  She has devoted 42 years 
to	working	and	participating	in	the	field	of	librarianship.		
During	her	time	at	APLS,	Chris	promoted	early	literacy	
programs to libraries and agencies and helped 
librarians	 throughout	 the	 state	 offer	 quality	 Summer	
Reading Programs to their communities.  In addition to 
her work in children and teen services, she also served 
as a library consultant, advising librarians in a variety 
of issues. In honor of her achievements and years of 
service,	APLS	Director	Nancy	Pack	presented	her	with	
a	proclamation	signed	by	Governor	Bentley.		Beloved	
by her co-workers and public librarians throughout the 
entire state, she will be greatly missed. Congratulations 
and best of luck, Chris!

APLS added several new professional development 
books for librarians to the reference collection.   

The ALA Book of Library Grant Money, Ninth Edition, 
edited by Nancy Kalikow Maxwell is a guide on grant 
and funding sources and preparing for grant projects.

Don’t Make Me Think, Revisited: Common Sense 
Approach to Web and Mobile Usability by Steve Krug 
helps readers understand the principles of intuitive 
navigation and information design. Using illustrations 
and	 relatable	 writing,	 this	 book	 offers	 insight	 on	
improving your website.

Having trouble reaching the teens in your community? 
Teens at the Library Series: Evaluating Teen Services 
and Programs by Sarah Flowers is a guide that provides 
basic information to help youth services librarians 
examine all aspects of their teen services to determine 
where improvement is needed.  This practical book 
can help you collect and use data to evaluate services 
and implement programs and services to attract teens 
to the library. 

Based on best practices and experience from leaders 
in	the	field,	Serving At-Risk Teens: Proven Strategies 
and Programs for Bridging the Gap by Angela Craig 
and	 Chantell	 L.	 McDowell	 shows	 how	 libraries	 and	
communities	can	work	together	to	find	new	ways	to	
serve this population. 

You	 can	 find	 these	 books	 and	 more	 in	 our	 online	
catalog: http://evergreen.apls.state.al.us/eg/opac/
home. If you are interested in borrowing any of these 
titles,	contact	us	at	1-800-723-8459.


