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On December 9th, Thomasville City Schools’ 
K-4 class visited Thomasville Public Library to 
attend Welcome to Library Land, a highly interactive 
early literacy experience of read-alouds, games, 
crafts, and songs funded by an International Paper 
Foundation (IFP) donation. 

The goal of the program is to promote a love of 
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reading and the library.   Educator Hillary Pugh 
received $75 in free books for her classroom, and 
each child got a backpack of new children’s books 
to keep at home for family time.  

The K-4 class is only the first of many students that 
will benefit from an IPF donation, as  Thomasville 
Public Library will take this program on the road next 
spring to other preschools in the area.  

The library has partnered with IPF every other year 
since 2009 for Welcome to Library Land. The library 
supplies staff time and travel and organizes the 
supplies, and IPF pays for the books and backpacks 
that the children and classrooms receive. 

The kids made a thoughtful thank you sign for IPF.



Orange Beach Public Library hosted several interesting 
programs in January.  

On the 11th, Reference Librarian Louise Daileigh 
discussed the ins and outs of downloading electronic 
materials onto Kindle devices for patrons interested 
in learning more about the electronic book services 
offered by the library.  On the 25th, she taught a class 
on personal security on the Internet and emerging 
technology.

On the 14th, Mike Forrester, museum docent from the 
Naval Aviation Museum, discussed highlights of the 
museum’s collection, the Flying Tigers, and the Blue 
Angels.  The National Naval Aviation Museum is the 
world’s largest Naval Aviation museum and one of the 
most-visited museums in the state of Florida. These 
historic and one-of-a-kind aircrafts are displayed both 
inside the museum’s nearly 350,000 square feet of 
exhibit space and outside on its 37-acre grounds.  

On the 21st, Heidi Hutson, local Orange Beach 
resident, shared a travelogue of her travels in England, 
which included a sojourn to the World War II Memorial 
in Normandy and a visit to Bletchley Park.  

On the 28th, author and dean of the College of Arts and 
Science at Athens State University discussed the myth 
of Prince Madoc and the Welsh Indians.  Beginning 
in Elizabethan England, the persistent myths of the 
American frontier is a fascinating story of sea voyages, 
wandering tribes, and centuries of mistaken reports 
and fantasies about sightings of Welsh Indians.

In an effort to increase circulation, Michele Collins, 
head of cataloging at Foley Public Library, has created 
a unique display area.   Located directly across from 
the area for new books, the display is the first place 
many patrons go when they visit the library.   Collins 
also utilized a set of old CD shelving which was no 
longer in use.  

Collins chooses books for her displays that need to 
have their circulation increased.   She also creates a 
special theme for each display, as seen in the photo.  
The display is doing its job, as books constantly have 
to be replaced and circulation statistics are rising.   

Foley Display 
Increases Circulation

Orange Beach 
January Programs



Alabama Public Library Service hosted the most 
recent Administrators’ Meeting on January 13, 2016.  
APLS Director Nancy Pack kicked it off by introducing 
the new public library directors in the state and 
discussing legislative business.  The agency will be 
asking for a dollar per capita for state aid next year 
and for extra funding to expand broadband throughout 
the state.  Pack announced Adam Thompson has 
been appointed to the APLS Executive Board and 
longtime trustee Ronald Snider has been appointed 
as chairman.   Assistant Director Kelyn Ralya spoke 
briefly about LSTA.  The newest documents can now 
be found on the APLS website: http://webmini.apls.
state.al.us/apls_web/apls/apls/?q=lsta. 

At APLS

Susan Del Rosario, Library Programs Director at Tutor.
com spoke on how to promote Homework Alabama in 
your community.  She recommended that all libraries 
provide links to Homework Alabama on their websites, 
train staff members on how to use it, hang flyers in the 
library, share information with teachers and churches, 

Librarians at the B.B. Comer Memorial Library video 
site in Sylacuaga had a great time learning and 

networking.  

and share the demo (https://www.youtube.com/watc
h?v=1qw7Qd3I4u4&feature=youtu.be) with patrons.  
Promotional materials and information can be found 
at the Client Resource Center: http://www.tutor.com/
clients/login.aspx.  Just use the password Alabama to 
login.   If you have any questions or need help, you can 
email Susan at susan.delrosario@tutor.com.

Decatur Public Library Director Sherry Sakovich 
(photo below), who received a grant from APLS to 
attend the Research Institute for Public Libraries 
(RIPL), spoke about her experience at the intensive 
series of workshops that taught participants about 
designing outcome-based evaluation of programs and 
services, assessing community needs, and tracking 
and using data.  Sherry discussed how by collecting 
outcome-based data, libraries can show the impact 
of the services they provide and better serve their 
communities.  You can view Sherry’s PowerPoint on 
the APLS website under the Home Page Quick Links: 
http://webmini.apls.state.al.us/apls_web/apls/apls/
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Demopolis Grant
Demopolis Public Library was awarded a $5,000 grant 
from the Dorothy Louise Kyler Foundation in Holland, 
Ohio, which focuses on education and human 
services. The grant will enable the library to expand 
its book collection for emergent readers in preschool 
through 2nd grade and the collection of chapter books 
for reluctant readers in 3rd through 6th grade. 

For many children, reading doesn’t come easily. Some 
children have difficulty connecting letters and their 
corresponding sounds. Others have yet to discover a 
special story that sparks their imagination and shows 
just how fun reading can be. In an effort to reach 
reluctant readers, the library plans to add high interest 
titles, eBook titles, audiobooks, and graphic novels.  
The love of reading has so many benefits, including 
improved listening skills and building an imagination. 
Students who read independently become better 
readers, score higher on achievement tests in all 
subject areas, and have greater content knowledge 
than those who do not. 

“This grant is the best Christmas present ever!” says 
Library Director Morgan Allen.  “It fills a gap we had 
in our current budget, so we can continue to  provide 
new  books and materials that help spark children’s 
imagination and foster a lifelong love of reading. We 
want to grow readers here at our library- readers that 
grow up to be decision makers and library supporters. 
The vast mass of knowledge in our world can only 
be gained by reading, and if we want our Demopolis 
children to be smart, they have to acquire a love for 
reading.”

Satsuma Programs

On December 1st, author Jane Patrick Walls (above)
visited Satsuma Public Library for a book signing 
event.  Many of Walls’ supporters, family, and friends 
attended.   Raised in Citronelle, Walls has lived in 
Satsuma with her husband since 1974.    She is 
currently working on her 13th book.

The Satsuma Christmas Tour of Homes also occurred in 
December. Not an inch of the library was left untouched 
by the gifted hands of their in-house decorator, Evelyn 
Butler.  The tree in the reference room was decorated 
with ornaments that belonged to Patricia Hicks, a 
beloved member of the community, teacher,  coach, 
council member, and library foundation member.   A 
special guest, Santa (aka Councilman Mike Butler), 
visited the Library as well!

Vicki Smith (right) is the new director at Magnolia 
Springs Public Library as Alida Given (left) retired in 
December.

New Director News






