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Summer Reading Kickoff 2016

The 2016 Summer Reading Program (SRP) Kickoff 
was on February 2nd.  This year the theme is wellness, 
fitness, and sports.  The slogans are: On Your Mark, 
Get Set, Read (children), Get in the Game (teens), and 
Exercise Your Mind - Read (adults).  During the Kickoff, a 
variety of performers and programmers showcased their 
talents and the SRP committee presented programming 
ideas that fit in with the theme.  Audience members 
were able to hear about fun, affordable ideas on how to 
prepare for the summer.  Please enjoy this special edition 
of APLSeeds featuring the fun we had during the kickoff!

Stories with POP!

Stories with POP! promotes literacy and creative expression 
through the collaborative use of storytelling and balloon art.
Contact: Herman and Danica Davis, 205-202-1706
info@storieswithpop.com
www.facebook.com/storieswithpop

Southeastern Reptile Rescue offers live reptile programs 
and exhibits.
Contact: Jason Clark, 404-557-2470 
www.snakesareus.com

Southeastern Reptile Rescue



Iron Giant Percussion Hoop for Fitness

Iron Giant Percussion is an emergent contemporary 
ensemble of four percussion music performers based 
in Birmingham. 
Contact: Jessica Chriesman; 205-530-3388
Jessica@irongiantpercussion.com
www.irongiantpercussion.com

Hoop For Fitness is a fun-filled, one-hour session 
including your choice of hula-hoops or sock poi.  Sock 
poi is a movement art that involves a ball or weight at the 
bottom of a sock.  The weight encourages momentum 
just as a hula-hoop does.  Each session includes a 
professional instructor introducing movement and 
basic coordination skills, agility games, and a demo 
performance by the instructor.  
Contact: 205-515-3010
info@hoopforfitnessbham.com
www.hoopforfitness.com/summerreadingprograms

The Jacksonville State University Drama Department 
offers a new play written specifically for the 2016 
Summer Reading Program theme.  The performance 
troop charges $250 plus mileage.  
Contact: Caroline Price, clprice@jsu.edu
Randy Blades, rblades@jsu.edu

Jacksonville State Drama

Mr. Damon’s Shadow Puppet Theater offers shadow 
puppet theatre performances as well as workshops.  
Performances include beautiful handmade shadow 
puppets and audience participation to tell engaging 
stories.  Workshops are an exciting, participatory group 
puppet experience based on a theme.  Students can 
make and decorate their very own puppets, create a 
show, and perform for each other.   
Contact: Damon Young, 678-575-0993
damon@theaterartsandpuppets.com
www.theaterartsandpuppets.com

Shadow Puppet Theater



Tom Foolery 6th Day Creatures

Yarbrough’s Reptiles

Lew-E the Clown

Lee Andrews Productions, home of Lew-E the 
Clown, uses magic tricks and circus skills to entertain 
audiences and support the Summer Reading Program 
theme. 
Contact: 678-315-4329
leeandrewsproductions@yahoo.com
www.leeandrewsproductions.com

Tom Foolery uses juggling, comedy, fire play, and 
unicycling to entertain audiences of all ages.  
Contact: Tom Rayburn, 615-563-9052
tomfoolerywow@yahoo.com

6th Day Creatures bring exotic, live animals to 
programs.  Audiences will learn interesting facts about 
each animal and have a chance to see them close 
up and pet them.  They have a wide range of animals 
including Scooter, a Patagonian Cavi, pictured above.
Contact: Jamie Hacker, 205-585-3535
zookeeper@6thdaycreatures.com
www.6thdaycreatures.com

Yarbrough’s Educational Reptiles of the World is 
an educational and entertaining program that has 
been around for over 40 years.  Audiences will learn 
about the latest first aid treatment for venomous and 
nonvenomous snake bites, misconceptions about 
reptiles, and many interesting facts about reptiles.  
They will also get to see an assortment of live reptiles 
including the alligator that Gardendale-Martha Moore 
Public Library’s children’s librarian, Lucy Siddiqui, is 
holding below.
Contact: Becky Tucker, 256-236-9914
thesnakeshow@gmail.com
www.thesnakeshow.com/

www.thesnakeshow.com/


The Magic of Archie Wade

The Magic of Archie Wade and Co. provides fun, 
laughter, and magic for all ages.  
Contact: 256-442-1650, anmwade@charter.net

The Alabama Department of Archives will bring history, 
fun, and hands-on experiences for all ages to your 
library.  To fit in with the 2016 theme, the program 
teaches children all about Alabamians who competed 
in the Olympics from the 1930s to the present.  Primary 
sources, crafts, and artifacts will help kids discover 
how training and perseverance helped these athletes 
overcome the odds while competing in the Olympics.
Contact: Sara Kunau, 334-353-4712
sara.kunau@archives.alabama.gov
www.archives.alabama.gov

Department of Archives

Ron Anglin is a comedic and educational juggler.
Contact: 770-584-0571, ron@quiteacatch.net
www.quiteacatch.net

Ron Anglin

Animal Tales

Animal Tales’ mission is to educate, entertain, and 
inspire audiences with their live animal educational 
programs.
Contact: Jared Baker, 1-800-589-5408
info@animaledzoocation.com
http://animaledzoocation.com/

http://animaledzoocation.com/


Miss Kit’s Bubble School is an amazing 40 minutes of  
comedy and bubble magic.
Contact: Kit Killingsworth, 205-902-5899
bubbleandsqueakballoons@gmail.com
www.balloonanimalsbirmingham.com

Miss Kit’s Bubble SchoolDr. Magical Balloons aka Dewayne Reynolds provides 
creative and educational shows for all ages.  His 
biggest passion is creating balloon sculptures. 
Contact: 334-887-8029
dewayne@dewaynereynolds.com
www.drmagicfun.com

The Loud Librarian
The Loud Librarian (Katie Williams) does programming 
for all ages with a special focus on fun, interaction, and 
information.   She brings Coco the Reading Rabbit, a 
lionhead rabbit, to help promote reading.  
Contact: 205-434-0009
katiedaviswilliams@yahoo.com

Dr. Magical Balloons

Wild West Show

The 2B Ranch Wild West Show features trick and 
fancy roping, cowboy poetry, and the art of the 
bullwhip.  Cowboy Bruce Brannen brings the days of 
big, western cattle drives to life. 
Contact: 334-288-0410, vmbrannen@aol.com
www.2branchwildwestshow.com

Usborne Books
Usborne Books (pictured in the next column) helps 
libraries fundraise by setting up book fairs at the library.  
They provide books and help with the set up, and the 
library receives a portion of the profits.  
Contact: Mandy Golightly, 205-410-3013
mmgolightly@gmail.com
http://r3916.myubam.com/

http://r3916.myubam.com/


Ron Lighty

Ron Lighty is a ventriloquist, puppeteer, balloon artist, 
and storyteller.  He has been providing wholesome 
entertainment for audiences of all ages for over 45 
years.
Contact: 865-670-9676, ron@jasoncompany.com
www.jasoncompany.com

Gene Cordova is a ventriloquist and comedian who 
provides clean family entertainment across the country.  
Contact: 423-562-8093, genecordova@comcast.net
www.cordovacreative.com

Gene Cordova

Skin and Bones Comedy Circus offers a unique 
presentation of animals, skill, and comedy. With over 
25 years experience, Skin and Bones’ show includes 
trained dogs and potbellied pigs, juggling, magic, and 
comedy. 
Contact: Mariah Skinner, 205-472-2708
mskinbones@aol.com
www.skinandbonesentertainment.com

Skin and Bones 

Bill Packard with Magic Man Entertainment, Inc. is a 
magician and family fun specialist. He uses popular 
book references, magic, comedy, music, puppetry, 
and storytelling to inspire students to read.
Contact: 770-926-1168
info@magicmanentertainment.com
www.magicmanentertainment.com

Magic Man Bill Packard



Russell Davis (above right) is a magician who will 
entertain audiences with his program, The Magic of 
Reading.
Contact: 256-536-7628, rdmagic@hiway.net

Mark Seymour’s (below left) program Be-At Your 
Best is a fast-paced, interactive, multicultural show 
that uses many different instruments from around the 
world to build character through encouragement and 
fun.  He uses original songs to inspire learning and 
creativity and modern music to appeal to students.  
Contact: 205-960-3419, markds23@msn.com
www.beatyourbest.com

The Natural History Educational Company of the 
Midsouth (NHECM) provides entertaining and 
educational wildlife programs featuring a variety of 
animals. Not only will audiences get to experience live 
animals, they will learn about how the creatures adapt 
to their environment, how they behave and interact in 
their ecosystem, and how animals are an important 
part of our world. 
Contact: Bob Tarter, 1-800-788-0458
info@nhecm.com, www.nhecm.com

Tommy Johns Presents uses magic, comedy, 
puppets, and storytelling to inspire kids to read.  
Each year, Tommy offers a new program to fit with 
the Summer Reading Program theme.   
Contact: 1-866-490-READ
tommy@tommyjohnspresents.com
www.tommyjohnspresents.com

Natural History Educational

Tommy Johns

Mark Seymour and Russell 
Davis

A huge thanks goes out to the SRP 2016 Committee 
and APLS Consultant Alisa McLeod for organizing 
the kickoff.  The committee did an amazing job 
demonstrating programming ideas that fit in with this 
year’s theme.  Left to right:
Wes Little from the Coliseum Branch of Montgomery 
City-County Public Library, Mandy Broadhurst from 
Guntersville Public Library, Barbara Curry and Liz 
McCord from Autauga-Prattville Public Library, and 
Matthew Layne from Emmet O’Neal Public Library
Not pictured: Megan Green from Bessemer Public 
Library and her library volunteer Brandy Dixon

SRP Committee






