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Harry in Homewood

The Homewood Public Library participated in their 
Second Annual Harry Potter Book Night on February 
4th. Over 300 patrons attended an evening of wizardry 
and fun as they celebrated the magic of J.K. Rowling’s 
Harry Potter books.



Galentine’s Day Satsuma Makeover
Satsuma Public Library desperately needed to replace 
their worn and stained carpet.  Installing new flooring 
has been a mission for Director Cindy Ingram for two 
years. She asked local community organizations for 
assistance in raising the funds to have Luxury Vinyl 
Tile (LVT) flooring installed. Thanks to the generosity 
of Satsuma Public Library Foundation, Satsuma 
Community Development Organization, Satsuma 
Prime Time Library Club, Poarch Band of Creek 
Indians, and memorial donations, the flooring project 
was well underway. Recently, the Gulf Coast Resource 
Conservation & Development generously donated the 
remaining funds needed to complete the installation. 
This project has been ongoing for two years, and 
without the assistance and support of these community 
organizations, Senator Rusty Glover, and Gulf Coast 
RC&D, it would not have been possible. 

Before

After

Pinson Public Library held a Galentine’s Day program 
for teens in celebration of lady friends! The attendees 
enjoyed watching episodes of Parks and Recreation, 
eating waffles, and making Galentine’s Day cards.  
This fun holiday stems from an episode of Parks and 
Recreation. Boys were welcome to join in the fun and 
make cards for their female friends, moms, or any 
special ladies in their lives.  



Orange Beach 
Sustainability

The first meeting of the Sustainability Club at Orange 
Beach Public Library was on March 3rd.  They 
discussed what sustainability is and how it means 
different things to different people.  Participants 
also got to see a demonstration on how to make a 
worm farm and how to make seeds grow by creating 
newspaper seedling pots.  

The meeting on April 7th will include a tour of the new 
butterfly garden at the library.  Participants will learn 
how to attract local butterflies with larval host plants 
and nectar plants.  The May 5th meeting will feature 
Field Biologist Fred Nation speaking about which 
native plants can be planted in local yards to attract 
wildlife.

The library will present many other topics on 
sustainability in the coming months including food 
preservation without electricity, zero waste living, 
herbal remedies, and organic gardening. 

To better serve patrons, Foley Public Library expanded 
its genealogy department by providing a wider array 
of services available both in-house and online.  An 
old storage room was updated to house part of the 
growing collection.  The addition will allow for more 
patron accessible space and will also provide an 
opportunity for the staff to add shelving for additional 
records to be displayed.  The department has a myriad 
of local documents detailing the rich history of the Foley 
area and the Alabama Gulf Coast in general.  Birth and 
death records, family histories, diaries, and a massive 
collection of local data housed in vertical files make up 
only a small portion of the available information.

What’s more, the library has engaged in an ongoing 
project to scan virtually the entire original document 
collection to make available to patrons.  By using 
proprietary software purchased last year, Genealogy 
Librarian Jeanette Bornholt and intern Joey Weaver 
have scanned and placed online well over 12,000 
documents that can be accessed worldwide.  As the 
collection grows so will the availability of records held 
by the Foley Library Genealogy Department.

Foley Genealogy

Genealogy Librarian Jeanette Bornholt (left), and intern 
Joey Weaver (right)Photo by Rachel Bobo, circulation desk clerk



Saraland DonationAshville Father 
Daughter Dance

Ashville Public Library had a father-daughter dance on 
February 6th as a fundraiser for the library. It was such 
a huge success that it will become an annual event. 

Representative Bradley Byrne recently stopped by the 
Saraland Branch of Mobile Public Library to donate 
books from the Library of Congress.
 
Pictured left to right: Library Staff Member Meredith 
Arnold; Library Staff Member Lynn Hutchins; Library 
Manager Sheryl Somathilake; Library Director Scott 
Kinney; Representative Byrne; Saraland Mayor Dr. 
Howard Rubenstein; Saraland City Councilman 
Newton Cromer; Library Staff Member Kathy Atwood



Resources for Library Advocacy
Advocacy is one of the most important parts of librarianship because it keeps funders and stakeholders informed 
about why libraries matter.  It can also be one of the most difficult aspects of librarianship because going outside 
of the library to advocate can be intimidating.  There are several free tools available to help you with this initiative.

Turning the Page Online offers a free, self-paced training course developed and presented by the Public Library 
Association with support from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.  The course is interactive and provides 
information on how to create and tell the library’s story, deliver effective presentations, develop a compelling 
case for support, and build and sustain partnerships.  It takes about 15 hours to complete the course.  For more 
information or to register, visit the website: http://www.ala.org/pla/advocacy/turningthepage

The American Library Association (ALA) is currently promoting the Libraries Transform Campaign, an initiative 
designed to increase public awareness of the value, impact, and services provided by libraries and library 
professionals.  Libraries are constantly transforming, but still very necessary to their communities.  There are 
three key messages within the campaign: library professionals facilitate individual opportunity and community 
progress; libraries are committed to advancing their legacy of reading and developing a digitally inclusive society; 
libraries of all kinds add value in the areas of education, employment, entrepreneurship, empowerment, and 
engagement.  ALA provides a toolkit on their website with ways to engage in the campaign and downloadable 
web banners, posters, and postcards: http://www.ilovelibraries.org/librariestransform/toolkit

WebJunction has a self-paced course that can help you market your library.  Keep It Simple: Developing a 
Marketing Plan for Your Library teaches how an effective marketing plan can ensure the library remains a central 
and vibrant part of the community that is valued by both patrons and funders.  The course offers a clear, seven 
step approach to marketing and will allow you to create a plan for your library.  It takes about an hour to complete 
the course.  You can find it here: http://learn.webjunction.org/course/index.php?categoryid=10

APLS also has helpful books on this topic including Grassroots Library Advocacy by Lauren Comito, Alique 
Geraci, and Christian Zabriskie.  This book explains how to harness public engagement through grassroots 
efforts in order to advocate for the library.  The Visible Librarian: Asserting Your Value with Marketing and Advoacy 
by Judith A. Siess will teach you how to connect with patrons and make your services more visible and valuable.  
Both of these books can be found in the APLS catalog: http://evergreen.apls.state.al.us/eg/opac/home

Advocacy is a challenging aspect of librarianship, but it shouldn’t be a neglected one.  With countless resources 
available in print and online, we should all make it a priority to advocate for public libraries.   


