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Foley’s Fourth

Foley Public Library hosted a photo session for Star 
Wars Day: May the Fourth Be With You on Wednesday, 
May 4th.  Many patrons came in costume to have their 
photos taken.

The library was fortunate to have two special guest 
robots: Chopper of  Disney’s Star Wars Rebels series 
and R2D2 of the original Star Wars movies.  Local robot 
enthusiasts, Kenny Zaborny and Mark Smith, made 
them.

The phrase, “May the Fourth Be With You,” has been 
around for nearly four decades.  On May 4, 1979,  
Margaret Thatcher and the Conservatives won the 
majority in the UK Parliament. The Conservatives took 
out an ad in a London paper, which read “May The Fourth 
Be With You, Maggie. Congratulations.”

We don’t owe the Star Wars Day entirely to the Iron Lady, 
however. The phrase wasn’t popularly used to refer 
to Star Wars until years later in 2011—21 years after 
Thatcher left office—when the Toronto Underground 
Cinema held a May the Fourth celebration, and now it 
has become an international phenomenon.



April in Alabaster

Members of the Albert L. Scott Library’s American Girls 
Club had a lot of fun when Battles returned to the library 
on April 22nd. They made up stories and learned how 
to communicate with others using empathy, public 
speaking skills, and effective listening habits. They 
used fun props to spark their imaginations. 

Families saw the skins and skulls of animals native to 
Alabama up close during Family Fun Night. Charity 
Battles of Alabama 4-H conducted the program and 
talked with the crowd about several different species 
of wildlife on April 12th.

Kids learned all about birds and birdwatching during 
the Pete the Cat Book Club. Ansel Payne, PhD, of the 
Birmingham Audubon Society was the special guest 
on April 26th. He showed them photos and videos of 
birds from Alabama and around the world. Dr. Payne 
also brought binoculars for participants to use to see 
what was flying in the skies above the library. 

In honor of National Poetry Month, Fairhope Public 
Library had a resident and expert storyteller, Connie 
Cazort, join them for an afternoon of chanting, rhyming, 
and reciting poems.  Connie called on all of the children 
to participate and help with musical instruments and 
other tools of the trade.  

Fairhope Poetry

Pinson Public Library is getting a new library building! 
The city owns a historic building across the street from 
the existing facility, which will be remodeled to house 
the library. Sample floor plans include areas for both 
young adults and children, multiple computer labs, a 
room for special programs, study rooms, and an open 
floor plan for the library proper.  The architect plans to 
preserve as many of the building’s historical elements 
as possible.  We can’t wait to see the finished result!

A New Building for 
Pinson Public



Homewood Henna
Teens at Homewood Public Library had a blast learning 
the art of henna. With the help of local henna artist, 
September Reed, teens first practiced their skills with 
lotion. Once they were ready, they used homemade 
henna to create beautiful designs.

Rainsville Public Library recently held a Superhero 
Day and a Princess Day. Superheroes were invited to 
complete the “training school” to become official super 
heroes. For Princess Day, boys and girls attended 
a tea party and played games with some popular 
princesses.

Rainsville Programs



Ragland MemorialGrant Anniversary
On April 10th, Grant Public Library celebrated its 25th 
anniversary with an open house for the community. 
The library was the vision of a retired teacher, Lillis 
Irwin, who tirelessly campaigned to the town council 
and community leaders to fulfill her dream of having a 
library in Grant. 

In 1991, Grant Public Library began in a 350 square 
foot trailer on loan from the Marshall County School 
Board. Books were donations and workers were 
volunteers. By the year 2000 the library was able to 
expand into the entire building at 5379 Main Avenue.

Currently the library boasts a wonderful collection 
with over 20,000 books, 2,500 patrons, five Apple 
computers with a printer for public use, a local history 
and genealogy area, a cheerful children’s room, a 
meeting space, and a gazebo out front. The library is 
open 32 hours each week with a staff librarian/director. 

Grant Public Library Board of Directors: Myra Morrison, 
Wanda Provence, Olympia Tucker, Susie Keller, Nicole 
Evett.  Mrs Provence and Mrs. Tucker have been on 

the library board since its beginning in 1991.

Ragland Public Library did a special bulletin board 
during the month of May to celebrate Memorial Day 
and the soldiers from the community who died in 
wars.  Throughout the month, staff promoted books 
to help patrons understand what servicemen and 
women and their families sacrifice for their country.  


