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Birmingham Innovation
A new program providing career tips for teenagers at 
Birmingham Public Library’s (BPL) Pratt City branch is the 
first recipient of the BPL Board of Directors’ Innovative 
Grant. 

The Career Survival Kit Program, held on May 18th, 
featured speakers discussing topics like job search 
preparation, first impressions, body language, workplace 
appropriate conversation, proper work attire, and being 
a team player. The four eighth-grade male attendees also 
got to see examples of mock interviews. The teens who 
attended said they were impressed with the program, 
adding it provided knowledge that will pay off as they 
begin seeking summer jobs. Each of the boys received 
a Career Survival Kit that included a bow tie, wallet, belt, 
personal email address, resume, business card,  4x6 
inch card with questions they can ask interviewers, and 
a see-through folder. 

Deborah Drake Blackmon, branch manager at the Pratt 
City Library, said she was honored to be the first recipient 
of the Innovative Grant. She said Pratt City Library also 
plans to present a Career Survival Kit Program for teen 
girls in the community. 

At the March 2016 board meeting, the members adopted 
a recommendation from the Advocacy, Fundraising, and 
Development Committee to establish an award program 
designed to encourage library staff to develop innovative 
and cool public programs to better serve the communities 
that surround the 19 library locations.  The award will 
provide up to two $50 stipends to the 18 branches and 
the central library. 

Three of the program participants pose with Pratt City 
Branch Manager Deborah Drake Blackmon. 

The BPL Advocacy Committee announce the creation of 
the award.  Left to right: Eunice Johnson Rogers, Dora 

Sims, and Gwendolyn Guster Welch



For her Senior Project, Satsuma High School (SHS) 
student Dasha Hughes decided to tell why public 
libraries are so important to the community.  As part of 
her project, Dasha started a book drive to help grow 
the young adult collection at Satsuma Public Library, 
where she is an intern.  Sasha’s original goal for her 
book drive was 50 books, but in the end she collected 
more than 450! Below, Dasha shows off what she 
received. 

Satsuma News

Additionally, the Prime Time Library Club, along 
with Satsuma Public Library, hosted a tea for the SHS 
senior girls. It was an amazing event and beautifully 
decorated with a castle theme.  There were about 
60 in attendance.  At the end of the event, the girls 
released yellow balloons in hopes that their futures will 
reach as high as the sky.

The Prime Time Library Club pose in front of the 
library.

The senior girls enjoy tea.

The girls release balloons.



Lawrence County 
Fundraiser

Alabaster Star Wars

Lawrence County Public Library hosted their 10th 
Annual Library Tea at Joe Wheeler’s Plantation.  
Attendees dressed up and enjoyed a delicious 
afternoon of tea and treats.  Shannon Sills served as 
the guest soloist and Lawrence County Judge Angela 
Dawson Terry spoke about the importance of the 
library.  Local guitarists Larry Smith and Road Wallace 
provided music.  Tickets for the event cost $20, and 
the money raised went to the Friends of the Library to 
help buy books and run the library.  

Photos by Loretta Gillespie

“May the force be with you,” the famous phrase from 
the Star Wars franchise, inspired the Third Annual 
May the Fourth Be with You Day at the Albert L. Scott 
Library in Alabaster. More than 60 Star Wars fans of all 
ages turned out. Activities included: a Lego Station, 
a crafting station, and a space craft that children 
entered and used their imagination to blast off (with 
the help of teen volunteer Cailan Bevel who shook the 
vehicle). A Jedi Library of Star Wars books was set up. 
Themed refreshments were enjoyed in the Cantina. 
Several children won door prizes and many fans wore 
costumes and others received a Star Wars mask 
provided by the library. 



Teens at the Homewood Public Library recently 
created their own bouncing baby bots! With the use of 
household items, teens created and decorated these 
motorized miniature robots.

Homewood Programs

Additionally, the library was recently able to partner 
with Homewood High School to bring best-selling 
author and illustrator George O’Connor to Homewood. 
O’Connor is the author and illustrator of the graphic 

novel series The Olympians and the illustrator of the 
Captain Awesome series. O’Connor demonstrated 
some of his artistic skills and discussed how he 
created his Olympians series



Keeping Your Library’s Computers Secure, by Leonard Coprich, APLS IT Systems 
Specialist Associate

The majority of public library computers are used to access the Internet; therefore, these 
computers need to be protected in order to keep library staff and patrons safe from the 
evils lurking online. The best way to keep your library’s computers safe is to keep everything 
patched and updated. A patch is software used to quickly fix a problem or bug. 

Make sure every program on your computer is updated.  Anti-virus programs, content filters, 
Java, Adobe Flash Player and Acrobat Reader, Mozilla Firefox, and Google Chrome are all 
good examples of key programs to keep updated. Never install anything if you are not sure it is 
safe.  Avoid downloading programs that are from unknown sources. If you’re no longer using 
a particular program or application, remove it. Every program installed on your computers 
opens a potential new hole and risk.

An antivirus is an essential tool that most people need to protect their computer system from 
viruses, malware, and other bad stuff. Your library needs to be sure to use a reputable virus 
and malware protection software program.  Examples of these include AVG, Avast, Kaspersky 
Anti-Virus 2016, and Bitdefender Antivirus Plus 2016.  Libraries need to make sure they keep 
these programs up-to-date and run them often. 

Another thing that can be done to help secure your library’s computers is to make sure that 
your firewall is turned on and make sure that file sharing is turned off. It is a good practice to 
never trust any links, downloadables, or email attachments unless you are sure what’s inside. 
Never open an email attachment unless you are sure that you know where it came from and 
what that file contains. Verify with the sender if possible. Monitor and adjust your privacy and 
security settings. Make sure your library uses strong passwords and changes passwords 
on a regular basis, e.g. every 60 to 90 days. A good password has at least 12 characters, 
includes numbers, symbols, capital letters, and lowercase letters, and isn’t a real word or 
combination of words.

Finally, you should always have a recovery plan and make sure everything is backed up.  Verify 
the backed up material and log out when you’re done.  If you have questions or need help 
securing your computers, feel free to contact the APLS Help desk at 1-800-723-8459 ext. 
3986.


