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Athens-Limestone Public Library has an Indoor Play Zone 
available Mondays and Fridays to give families a place to 
get out of the heat and still be active. It includes: a ball/
pool noodle pit specifically for kids under six, hula hoops, 
juggling scarves, blocks, puzzles, and large exercise 
balls for developmentally appropriate play. Comfy chairs 
and Wi-Fi are available as well. Snacks and picnic 
lunches are allowed in this area. Adults from across the 
community meet and chat while young children play in a 
safe environment.

Athens Play Zone
OCLC Batchload 

Information
Attention Public Libraries! Be sure to complete your 
Batchload Reclamation with OCLC by August 31st. 
The OCLC Batchload Reclamation is necessary to 
ensure libraries’ MARC records are up-to-date in OCLC 
WorldCat. The first step for public libraries to begin the 
batchload process is to contact your ILS provider (Apollo, 
Booksystems, Evergreen, etc.) to get a batch or group of 
MARC records that currently make up your holdings. Your 
ILS provider can easily get these records for you. Next 
you will need to create a WorldShare Collection Manager 
account at http://www.oclc.org/support/services/oclc-
services-account.en.html. This account will allow you 
to submit your batchload directly to OCLC through an 
online process. 

After you have created your OCLC WorldShare Collection 
Manager account, the next step is to complete the 
OCLC order checklist at http://www.oclc.org/content/
dam/support/worldshare/dsc/datasync_chklist.pdf. This 
checklist helps you make sure that you have as much 
of your information together as possible before starting 
the Batchload Reclamation. You do not have to answer 
every question on this form. 

After gathering your batch of files and answering as 
much of the checklist as you can, then log into OCLC 
WorldShare Collection Manager and complete the order 
form in the account that you have created. Remember to 
insert “Member of APLS and eligible for free reclamation 
project” in the comments field. 

After placing the order, it will take OCLC up to 90 days to 
process the order. When your order is processed, OCLC 
will follow the progress in its system to ensure that there 
are no errors. The APLS contract allows for you to have 
until August 31, 2016 to place this order at no charge 
to any Alabama public libraries. Please contact Ken 
Herston, APLS Library Consultant, at 1-800-723-8459 if 
you have any questions.

http://www.oclc.org/support/services/oclc-services-account.en.html
http://www.oclc.org/support/services/oclc-services-account.en.html


To reach the growing homeschool community, 
Homewood Public Library started Homeschool Hour. 
Geared towards 4th graders and up, Homeschool Hour 
will feature a monthly topic for kids and teens to learn 
about. In the first two programs, homeschoolers were 
able to learn about bird watching from the Birmingham 
Audubon Society and how the weather works from 
Meteorologist James Spann. Upcoming topics include 
beekeeping, broadcast media/journalism, and frog 
dissection.

Homewood Public Library was able to partner with the 
Homewood Middle School to host their robotics club 
at the library for the summer. The club was opened 
up to non-Homewood students who might not have 
the opportunity to join a robotics club. The club meets 
weekly and will run until the end of July.

Homewood Programs



The toddlers of Fairhope Public Library’s lap-sit 
program enjoyed socializing during their free play 
session immediately following story time.  The addition 
of these simple but bouncy and colorful inner tubes for 
exploration and climbing has been a great success!

Birmingham Public Library (BPL) has a ton of great 
programs going on right now!

BPL and the City of Birmingham’s Office of Economic 
Development partnered with Google and Zeekee, 
a Birmingham internet marketing firm, to offer a 
workshop on June 29th aimed at helping put every 
business in Birmingham on the map for free.  The 
workshop, targeted at small business owners, taught 
them how to gain control of the information Google 
displays about their businesses in the search function 
and in Google Maps.  A Google trusted photographer 
and trusted verifier were present to help business 
owners get online and choose what people see when 
they Google their businesses.  

Continuing with their aim at present and future business 
owners, BPL partnered with SCORE (Service Corps 
of Retired Executives) to host two seminars on July 
28th. Attendees, whether forming a new business or 
running an established business, learned to develop 
a legal plan to protect their assets and investments.  
Josh Andrews, a Birmingham attorney specializing 
in legal issues concerning small business owners 
and entrepreneurs, was the presenter.  Attendees 
also learned ways to boost their sales with Octavia 
Kuransky, founder and principal trainer for the Go 
Sales Group.   

To assist patrons in building a better understanding of 
personal finance and developing a plan for the future, 
BPL is partnering with The University of Alabama in 
Birmingham’s (UAB) Regions Institute for Financial 
Education. Beginning on July 6, the Central Library 
downtown will offer a monthly workshop series 
called Money Matters. The seminar will be led by Dr. 

Birmingham News Stephanie R. Yates, endowed professor and director 
of the Regions Institute for Financial Education in 
UAB’s Collat School of Business.     

BPL hosted the debut film screening of A Cut Above: A 
Story of a Father and Son on July 17th. The 13-minute 
documentary deals with a Birmingham barber 
reconnecting with his biological father after years of 
no communication. This is the debut film for Kalisha 
DigiMedia. The founder of the production company, 
Kalisha Whitman, is a 31-year-old former reporter for 
NBC 13. Whitman is an Emmy-winning journalist who 
has been recognized by the Associated Press and the 
Alabama Broadcasters Association for her work.

Lap Sitters



Each year the Satsuma Public Library Foundation 
awards a scholarship to an outstanding senior in 
the Teen Friends Tutoring Program.  Teen Friends 
are student volunteers who work as tutors in the 
Children’s Reading Program and the Adult Computer 
Tutoring Program as well as help out with other events 
and activities at the library. This year the Foundation 
awarded two scholarships!

Both scholarship recipients, Dasha and Katie, have 
been volunteering their time at Satsuma Public Library 
since middle school.  Dasha earned 85 community 
service hours and Katie earned 140 community 
service hours.  They both have outstanding dedication 
and have truly been an asset to the library.

Dasha (left), Foundation President Elaine Salter 
(center), and Katie (right)

Satsuma Scholarship
Is it possible to live through a whole day without 
generating garbage?  What about doing it for a whole 
year?  Bea Johnson and her family of four live a zero 
waste lifestyle and produce only enough garbage in 
a year to fill a quart jar.  Orange Beach Public Library 
explored ways to reduce our impact on the planet by 
using Bea’s tips from her book Zero Waste Home at 
their July 7th Sustainability Club meeting.  Attendees 
also learned to make their own toothpaste, all-purpose 
cleaning solution, and makeup remover.  

Sustainability Club

Anniston-Calhoun County Public Library held The 
Twisted Tale of The Torso Murders on July 19th.  
Attendees heard a first-hand account from the 
journalist who reported the gruesome story of Viola 
Hyatt’s murders in Calhoun County in 1959.  

Anniston Program


