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BPH Homeschooler Tour
On November 14th, about 20 students 
from the Tri-County Homeschoolers, 
based in Pike Road, took a tour of 
BPH.  The students were especially 
interested in the Braille books and 
in opening and closing the moveable 
shelves! 

Fiscal Year 2014 
Circulation

From October 2013 through 
September 2014, BPH circulated 
131,213 special format volumes to 
5,745 patrons and 104 institutions.  
95,017 digital books, 35,306 recorded 
cassettes, and 890 Braille volumes 
were sent, averaging 10,934 volumes 
mailed per month.  In addition, 505 
interlibrary loans were provided to 
patrons.  There were 1,365 digital 
book machines and 652 cassette 
books machines mailed to patrons.

In FY14, BARD patrons downloaded 
47,061 audio books, 2,813 audio 
magazines, 2,523 Braille books, 433 
Braille magazines, and 347 music 
items.  For Download Alabama 
patrons, BPH staff downloaded 6,658 
audio books onto new or erased 
cartridges, putting a maximum of 20 
books on a single cartridge.



Mail Card Changes

BARD Android Update

Special Thank You

Currency Reader (iBill) 
Update

As of January 2, 2015, the Bureau 
of Engraving and Printing’s (BEP) 
Currency Reader project was opened 
to all citizens/legal residents of the 
United States who are unable to read 
regular print because of blindness or 
a visual impairment that meets the 
eligibility requirements.  BPH can 
no longer register you for a currency 
reader, but if you didn’t sign up for one 
through us, you can get an application 
by calling 1-844-815-9388. 

BPH is getting a high-speed printer 
for our mail cards, and we will also 
be ordering new mail card stock.  
Instead of a notch in the upper right 
corner of the mail card, there will be a 
hole drilled in the upper right side of 
the card.  So, when you flip the mail 
card to return your talking book, the 
hole will be in the upper left side next 
to the BPH address.

On behalf of the BPH Consumer 
Advisory Committee, we would like 
to thank our 2014 donors:
•  Juanita O’Bryant and Morris & Joy 
Striplin; in memory of Maurice Bell
• Martha McDavid; in memory of 
Louise Bailey and Don Brady
•  Ruth Mieher
•  Bonnie Hannem
•  Carl Fillmore
• Sojourner’s Club; in memory of 
Polly Williamson

Testing continues on the development 
and release of the NLS BARD Mobile 
for Android app.  One of the main 
challenges impacting the release 
of the Android app is the lack of 
Braille functionality and accessibility 
features with Android operating 
systems and devices.  NLS has been 
working to improve this, with the goal 
of offering a similar level of usability 
experienced by BARD Mobile for 
Apple app users.

While development continues to 
improve the Braille functionality 
of Android operating systems and 
devices, NLS is considering the release 
of the BARD Mobile for Android app 

minus the Braille functionality.  NLS 
would then be able to add the Braille 
functionality as its development 
progresses.  No tentative dates have 
been issued by NLS for this possible 
release.  We will continue to share 
updates as they become available.  



Holiday Closures
The Library will be closed on 
the following holidays:

2/16/15 – George Washington/
Thomas Jefferson’s Birthday

4/27/15 - Confederate 
Memorial Day

5/25/15 - National Memorial 
Day

Of course, you can leave a 
voicemail message or send an 
email on a holiday.

Choice Magazine Listening is a free 
audio anthology for blind, visually 
impaired, physically disabled, or 
dyslexic subscribers.  CML selects 
and records memorable writing from 
over 100 leading magazines.  Every 
three months, subscribers receive 
twelve hours of articles, fiction, and 
poetry chosen by experienced editors 
and read by professional voices.

The free CML subscription is 
available on digital cartridge or you 
may download it directly onto your 
computer.  To subscribe, you can call 
toll-free at 1-888-724-6423 or you 
may send an email to choicemag@
aol.com.  If you’d like to visit 
their website, the address is www.
choicemagazinelistening.org.

Choice Magazine 
Listening

In 2014, the winner in the fiction 
category for the most popular book 
was A Big Sky Christmas by William 
Johnstone (DB 77883).  Annotation: 
Against his better judgment, Jamie 
MacCallister agrees to lead a wagon 
train of settlers from Kansas City to 
Montana by Christmas. They meet up 
with a reluctant outlaw who saves an 
actress. MacCallister also gets help 

Popular Titles

from frontiersman Smoke Jensen and 
a mountain man called Preacher.  

In the nonfiction category, the most 
popular book checked out was The 
Good Pope: The Making of a Saint 
and the Remaking of the Church -- 
The Story of John XXIII and Vatican 
II by Greg Tobin (DB 77195).  
Annotation: Profile of Pope John 
XXIII (1881-1963), who served as 
pope from 1958 to 1963. Chronicles 
his path from northern Italian peasant 
to liberal clergyman and diplomat and 
his eventual rise to lead the Catholic 
Church. Discusses the 1962 Second 
Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, 
which reformed the church’s policies.
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